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Our Mission Building Hope in the City exists to connect Christians in mission by planting new urban congregations and helping renew existing inner city ministries.

There�s a place for you. That�s Claire Heidmann�s message to anyone interested in 
urban ministry. She and long-time friends, Agnes Sikorski and Marge Mertz, have 
turned ground meat, sauce, buns, crock-pots and a love of cooking into a ministry. 
Known as the �Sloppy Joe Ladies�, this trio of volunteers with Building Hope in the 
City provides lunch one Saturday per month to the more than 40 children who 
attend a Kid�s Church on the near west side of Cleveland.

According to Heidmann, being involved in this ministry has helped her live out her 
faith in a more concrete way. �It is so rewarding. I feel that I get more out of it than 
I put in,� she says. �I just love seeing the children; they are so appreciative of what 
we are doing for them. We get lots of hugs. I think it makes a real difference to these 
children just knowing that there are people out there who genuinely care about them.�

After attending a meeting about Building Hope in the City three years ago, 
Heidmann knew she wanted to get involved; what she didn�t know was how. 
Hearing that Kid�s Church relied on take-out pizza each week for lunch, Heidmann 
says God put it on her heart to provide a home-cooked meal for the program. Thus 
the �Sloppy Joe Ladies� were formed.

At Kid�s Church, urban children and youth are taught the basics of the Christian 
faith. �It is a wonderful ministry,� says Heidmann. �As we are getting ready to serve 
lunch, we hear them singing and see what a great time they are having. We�re 
happy to add to the joy by serving a meal. I give so much credit to the volunteer 
teachers who share the hope of Jesus with these children weekly.� 

When asked about the menu at Kid�s Church, Heidmann says that they stick with 
Sloppy Joes because it�s always a big hit with the kids. She does though admit to 
some trials and errors with side dishes, especially vegetables. �When more of the 
mini carrots were ending up in the garbage than in the kids� stomachs, we knew a 
change was needed,� she laughs. Cookies and grapes are now served as sides.

Heidmann feels that serving the Lord Jesus in the inner city is a great experience for 
members of suburban congregations like herself. �We get to see such a wide mix of 
people; white, Hispanic, and African Americans and realize God made us all one 

body in Christ,� says Heidmann, a member of Messiah Lutheran Church in Fairview 
Park. Sikorski and Mertz are members of Christ the King Church in North Olmsted.  

�I would encourage everyone to pray about urban ministry to see if that is where the 
Lord is leading them,� says Heidmann.

Building Hope in the City�s next one-hour orientation session for new volunteers is 
Saturday, April 19 at 10 am at Trinity Lutheran Church. To learn more or RSVP for 
the session, contact BHITC at 216.281.4673.  

This article was written by volunteer Lorilynn Wolf, who resides with her family in 
Westlake. She is a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church.
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SeRvinG The LoRd BY seRvin� up sloppY Joes!
Volunteer Pro�le: Claire Heidmann

How hard is your donation working for you?
Now you can give more to Building Hope in the City without spending an extra dime! If 
you�re a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, your contributions can be matched to 
maximize your mission support. To learn how your gift can be increased by $.50 for every 
$1.00 you give, contact Ellen Steinberg at 216.281.4673. 

Clarie Heidmann (left), Agnes Sikorski (center) and Marge Mertz (right), 
pose with two youth, as they prepare to serve the Kid�s Church that meets on 
West 41st Street in Cleveland the perennial favorite lunch: Sloppy Joes!

Seeking a place to serve in the city?

Individuals, families and teams who want to learn about ministry opportunities in the city are 
invited to Building Hope in the City�s next New Volunteer Orientation session, which will be 
held on Saturday, April 19, 2008 at 10 am at Trinity Lutheran Church. The one-hour breakfast 
meeting provides an overview of BHITC�s ministries. Join us on April 19 to explore meaningful 
new ways to serve the Lord in the city. To RSVP, contact BHITC at 216.281.4673 or via email at 
info@buildinghopeinthecity.org

Hope for the future� 

Building Hope in the City can accept gifts of stocks, bonds, 
retirement distributions, life insurance and bequests. Through 
such planned gifts, you can help rebuild a brighter future for 
urban ministry and often realize signi�cant tax bene�ts. To 
learn more about these giving options, consult your �nancial 
advisor or call Brian Upton at 216.281.HOPE.

Giving made electronic and easy!

If you�re a regular donor to BHITC, you can now save yourself 
the hassle of writing checks and mailing envelopes. Call Ellen 
Steinberg at 216.281.4673 to learn how to give via your 
credit/debit card or by Electronic Funds Transfers (EFT) from 
your bank account. They are both secure, quick ways to give. 




